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A note on the finless porpoise washed ashore
V. Mahesh*, K. P. Said Koya, P. K. Asokan, K. Vinod and C. P. Ansar
Calicut Research Centre of ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Kozhikode - 673 005, Kerala
*E-mail: mahesh.fishco@gmail.com
A male finless porpoise Neophocaena phocaenoides 
measuring 130 cm in total length was washed ashore 
off Konadu beach near Kozhilode on 1st August 2018 
(Fig.1). The morphometric measurements of the partially 
decomposed specimen is presented in Table 1. There 
were no injuries on its body and death might have 
been due to accidental entanglement in gillnet net 
or seine net.
Kaleidoscope
A Humpback dolphin, Sousa chinensis was found dead 
in Calani Creek, Thrissur district of Kerala on 12.12.2018. 
The female dolphin measured 265 cm in total length 
and weighed approximately 300 kg (Fig.1.). The other 
measurements are given in Table.1. Local fishermen 
found the dolphin in the early morning about three 
kilometers inside the creek from the creek mouth and 
reported the same to the authors who reached the site 
for documentation and records. Measurements recorded 
(in cm) were as follows Beak length-27; Length from 
tip of snout to origin of dorsal fin-107; Tail width-107; 
Tail length-24; Length of flipper-33; Girth at the level of 
origin of dorsal fin-164.
After some time a veterinary surgeon from the forest 
department conducted post mortem on the carcass and 
collected samples of the internal organs to ascertain the 
cause of death. Later the carcass was disposed away by 
the forest department officials. Various reasons have 
been attributed to the stranding of marine mammals. 
Among them is the disorientation of the mammals 
caused by failed echolocation capability when they 
enter shallow waters in pursuit of fish schools for 
foraging. However, their mortality is attributed to the 
psychological panic and exhaustion due to physical 
strain in trying to get away from shallow water. In all 
probability this dolphin might have entered the Calani 
Creek for food during high tide and would have got 
stranded during low tide. Moreover, since gill nets are 
operated across the creek, attempts to escape during 
low tide might also have been in vain.
Fig. 1. Carcass of N. phocaenoides washed ashore
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Table 1. Morphometric measurements of N. phocaenoides
Particulars Length (cm)
Snout to the angle of mouth 8
Snout to blowhole 10.5
Snout to the centre of the eye 15
Snout to fluke notch 130
Snout to anterior insertion of the flipper 29
Snout to the centre of genital aperture 60
Snout to the centre of the anus 79
Fluke width 29
Girth: axillary 18
Girth: maximum 27
Girth: at the level of anus 18
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Kaleidoscope
The Blackspotted croaker (Protonibea diacanthus) 
locally known as Ghol was landed in huge quantity at 
the Jafrabad Fish Landing Centre on 10th December 
2018. The total weight of the catch was 10,700 
kg with the croakers in the length range of 679 to 
1298 mm (Fig.1). The motorized fishing vessel with 
an overall length of 14 m and powered by 95 hp 
engine carried the catch harvested from the bag 
(dol) net. The cod-end mesh size of the net was 
60 mm. The fishing period was 6 hours for the 
2 hauls. The total number of fishes landed were 
1105, of which male to female ratio was 1:2. The 
catch location locally known as Ghata-vara buoy 
between Surat and Valsad, had depth around 15 m. 
In general, fish meat fetches `300 per kg whereas 
the high-value air-bladder price depends on its size 
and weight. Similar seasonal heavy landing of Ghol 
fish has been reported earlier also from the nearby 
areas which pointed its region-specific and seasonal 
abundance of fishery. Fig.1. Catch of croakers transported to shore
